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SUMMARY OF MIAMI-DADE INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

The total value of international trade shipped year-to-

date through Miami International Airport and Port Miami 

increased 10% compared to the first three quarters of 

last year, reaching US$70.4 billion. Exports accounted for 

US$42.2 billion and imports accounted US$28.2 billion. 

Third quarter total trade topped US$24.5 billion, an 8% 

increase over the third quarter of 2011. Exports increased 

2.4% year-over year to US$14.5 billion and imports were 

up 17.7% to US$10 billion. Miami International Airport 

accounted for US$17.9 billion of the total, and Port 

Miami, while accounting for a large majority of the 

tonnage, handled US$6.6 billion of the total value.  

Trade with South America, Miami-Dade’s most important 

trading region, accounted for 43% of the third quarter’s 

total trade of US$10.5 billion. South American trade rose 

13.5% from the 3rd quarter of 2011. Third quarter trade 

with Brazil increased modestly (+1%) compared to 2011-

Q3, but Brazil continues to account for nearly one-third 

(US$3.3 billion) of total trade with South America. Trade 

with Colombia reached US$2.1 billion (+16.8%), while 

trade with Chile and Venezuela each exceeded US$1 

billion in total trade (up +43% and +4%, respectively).  

Trade with Central America and the Caribbean region 

total US$6.2 billion, an increase of nearly 11% from the 

2011-Q3. Costa Rican trade increased 57%, reaching 

US$2 billion, while trade with the Dominican Republic 

(US$1 billion), dropped 2% from last year. South and 

Central America and the Caribbean, combined, 

accounted for 60% of all trade through Miami-Dade. 

Machinery was the largest category of commodities traded through the County’s ports in the third quarter with US$9 billion 

of exports and imports (+11% over 2011-Q3). Small machinery, especially circuit boards and automatic data processing 

machines dominated this category. The stone and glass category jumped 20% over the third quarter of last year to US$5 

billion. Most of this total is gold. Trade in transportation equipment, primarily aircraft and parts, reached US$2.1 billion, an 

11% increase over the 3rd quarter of last year. Textiles, footwear and headgear totaled US$1.6 billion of total trade but are 

off nearly 14% from a year ago. Trade in chemicals was down 21% in the third quarter from a year ago to US$1.3 billion. 
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